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Introduction
The Department of Agriculture Land Reform & Rural Development (DALRRD) is responsible for 
the management of risks associated with plant pests and diseases amongst others

Legislative Framework
Agricultural Pests Act, 1983 (Act No. 36 of 1983) (APA) and its subordinate legislations as 
amended
1.  Regulations R.111 of 27 January 1984 
Provides for the importation of plants, plant products and other regulated articles by means of 
an import permit
2. Government Notices R.1013 of 26 May 1989; provides for the importation of controlled 
goods without a permit, subject to requirements stipulated in that notice. 
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Legislative Mandate continued

The aim of the Act is to provide for measures by which agricultural pests may be prevented 
and combated and for matters connected therewith. The Act also mandates the National 
Plant Protection Organization of South Africa (NPPOZA) to regulate plants, plant products and 
other regulated articles when imported into South Africa.

The Agricultural Pests Act and the above Regulations may be obtained from the following 
link:- 
https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/Branches/Agricultural-Production-Health-Food-Safety/Plant-Health
/National-Control-Measures/Legislations-and-Regulations
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Legislative Mandate continued

Section 3(1) of the Agricultural Pests Act, 1983 (Act No. 36 of 1983) states that 
“no person shall import into the Republic 

(a)any plant, pathogen, insect, exotic animal, growth medium, infectious thing, honey, beeswax 
or used apiary equipment;

(b)anything determined by the Minister by notice in the Gazette, except on the authority of a 
permit”.

It is therefore a requirement to apply for an import permit for controlled well in advance in 
cases where it is required.
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Import procedures

1. Enquire with the National Plant Protection Organization of South Africa (NPPOZA) whether a 
phytosanitary import permit is required or not required.

2. Apply for an import permit if the commodity to be imported is not exempted in terms of 
Government Notices R.1013 of 26 May 1989.

3. Ensure compliance with phytosanitary import requirements that must be complied with in case 
a permit is required in terms of  Regulations R.111 of 27 January 1984 
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Import procedures continued

5. Forward a copy of the import permit to the exporter or supplier in the exporting country to ensure that 
the consignment to be exported meets the phytosanitary import requirements of South Africa.

6.  Ensure that the exporter or supplier presents the commodity to be imported to the National Plant 
Protection Organization (NPPO) of the exporting country for phytosanitary inspection and certification 
where necessary in terms of the permit and/or exemption requirements.

7. Inform the exporter or supplier to send the original phytosanitary certificate (export certificate) with the 
consignment to South Africa (if a phytosanitary certificate is required).
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Importer should indicate the following on the application form:-

•  Fresh leaves
•  OR
•  Dried leaves
•  OR 
•  Seed
• OR
• Powder
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 Government Notices R.1013 of 26 May 1989; provides for the importation of controlled goods 
without a permit, subject to requirements stipulated in that notice

https://
www.dalrrd.gov.za/doaDev/sideMenu/plantHealth/docs/R%201013/R.1013of26May1989.pdf

 Focus on page 50-58 (item 19)
 Herbs, spices and other parts of plants intended for  medicinal, human or animal consumption
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 Government Notices R.1013 of 26 May 1989; provides for the importation of controlled goods 
without a permit, subject to requirements stipulated in that notice

“None” means that no phytosanitary certificate is required 

“D” means the importer of 
a consignment of class of controlled goods concerned shall submit a declaration on a form obtai
nable from the executive officer for this purpose, in which he declares that such consignment is 
intended for immediate re-export or for purposes other than the cultivation thereof in the Repu
blic. 
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Application process

Complete the CORRECT application form in block letters, legibly and in full and make the  CORRECT payment of the tariff 
prescribed.

 The application form can be obtained from:- 

https://www.dalrrd.gov.za/Branches/Agricultural-Production-Health-Food-Safety/Plant-Health/Import-into-SA

 The completed application form together with proof of payment must be emailed  to 

PlantHealthPermits@Dalrrd.gov.za.

 Applications must be submitted at least 30 days prior to the date of arrival of the goods in the Republic.

 In cases where phytosanitary import conditions are not in place, the application will be routed for Pest Risk analysis 

(development of  import conditions).
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Port of Entry Procedures

The following must be presented to the Executive Officer at the port of entry:

 Phytosanitary Import Permit where applicable

 Original Phytosanitary Certificate where applicable

 Any other documentation specified e.g.: The Customs Declaration Form (SAD 500), packing list 

etc…
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Ms Christina Makgoba Chief Plant Health Officer 012 319 6102 PlantHealthPermits@Dalrrd.gov.za

Ms. Nokuthula Cele Deputy Director- 
Regulatory Service Desk

012 319 6313 ThuleN@Dalrrd.gov.za

Thank you
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